
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middletown Thrall Library Invites You to Our First Showcase of 
 
 

Local Authors 
& Illustrators 

 

Saturday, December 6, 2014 
11 AM - 4:30 PM in the 2nd Floor Community Room 

at Middletown Thrall Library 
 
This free event promises to be a wonderful opportunity for 
readers to meet local authors, to learn about the publishing 
process, and to view these authors’ books! 

 
“Meet the Author” Sessions (in our 2nd Floor Community Room): 

 

Session 1 (11 AM - 12:30 PM): Children's and young adult 
authors and illustrators. 
  

Session 2 (1 PM - 4:30 PM): Authors writing for adults. 
 
Featured authors will cover a wide variety of genres in nonfiction, 
fiction, and poetry.  Meet Susan B. Pfeffer, Michael J. Worden, Bern 
Cohen, Marianne Sciucco, Matthew S. Field, and others! 
 
 

Special Sessions (in the library’s Board Room): 
 

11 AM (10 min.):  Maria Blon presents “What Do You Really Love?” 
 

1 PM (10 min.):  Maria Blon presents “Living with Purpose” 
 

2 PM (30 min.): MJ Hanley-Goff presents “How Writing Can Get You 
Through the Tough Times.”  Learn about journaling!  Please bring paper/pen. 
 

Refreshments will be served! 
 

Win Prizes! 
 

Author-donated items, including books, will be raffled off 
to attendees throughout the event! 

 

For more information, please contact Gail Myker 
at (845) 341-5483 or thrall3@warwick.net. 



  
 
 

Maria Blon is an international speaker and author of 
Living Passionately: 21 People Who Found Their 
Purpose and How You Can Too.  Maria began as a 
holistic math teacher at the community college level, 
volunteered in Haiti after the earthquake, and trained 
teachers.  Websites:  sparksalive.com 
and PeopleLivingPassionately.com. 
 
 
 

Sandi Bischoff’s debut novel, Beyond the Sun was 
published in 2013. She recently was named to 
Amazon's Fantasy/Epic best seller list. Sandra's second 
book in this series - Beyond Time - was released earlier 
this spring  She has since left Bayou Brew Publishing to 
embark on the next chapter of her writing career, 
Independent Publishing.  Online:  search for author at 
Amazon.com. 

 
Jeanne Bogino:  By day, a director of a small but busy 
library in rural New York. By night, she writes at her 
western Massachusetts homestead. She’s published 
short horror, fantasy, romance, memoir, gay fiction, 
and is a regular contributor at Library Journal, where 
she was named 2011’s fiction reviewer of the year. An 
expert on zombie lit and horror films, Jeanne has 
published articles and appeared on panels devoted to 
these subjects. Rock Angel is her debut novel.  
Website:  www.bogino.com   
 
 

Dawn Bonney-Health is the author of Crimson, the first 
installment in The Town Of Crimson series, which she 
hopes to adapt into films to bring her characters to life. 
She is also a professional photographer, artist, and 
graphic designer. She studied film and radio, graphic 
design, photography, drawing and painting in Ellenville 
High School, which she graduated from in 2008. She 
takes pride in her work and enjoys educating herself.  
Website:  www.createspace.com/4878604  
 
Carole Bugge (C. E. LAWRENCE) has nine published 
novels, six novellas and a dozen or so short stories and 
poems.  Many of her works appear in translation 
internationally.  Winner of both the Euphoria Poetry 
Competition and the Eve of St. Agnes Poetry Award, 
she is a two time Pushcart Poetry Prize nominee and 
First Prize winner of the Maxim Mazumdar Playwriting 
Competition, among other many other awards. 
 
Bern Cohen's wrote Behind the Schoolhouse Doors.  
Before coming to Middletown and serving as the 
Middletown High School Principal, Mr. Cohen was a 
long-time school and district administrator in NYC 
(Citywide Director of Professional Development, 
District Director of Curriculum & Instruction).  He also 
spent 17 years as a private educational consultant.  
Recently, he has acted in films with Sean Penn, 
Katherine Heigl, other experienced actors.  Website: 
www.imdb.com/name/nm1788789 
 
 

Matthew S. Field is an author of illustrated children’s 
books (e.g. Father Like a Tree) as well as the critically-
acclaimed novel The Dream Seeker and the nonfiction, 
The Single Father’s Guide to Life, Cooking, and 
Baseball. In 2011, he was voted “Best Author” by the 
readers of the Times Herald-Record and won a “Mom’s 
Choice Award” for co-writing the Sometimes, My Dad 
and I. 
Website: facebook.com/MatthewSField.Author 
 
 

Jason Gehlert was born in Newburgh NY and currently 
resides in Poughkeepsie NY with his wife and children. 
A horror writer with a library that spans a decade 
including the best selling shark novel, Red Triangle and 
his current work, Filter, a deeply personal and dark 
collection of short stories and poetry. Jason also is a 
father of a Down Syndrome daughter and is a acting 
board member for the Down Syndrome Association of 
the Hudson Valley bringing awareness and celebration 
to the surrounding communities. 

 
 
 
 

 

MJ Hanley-Goff began her career at Newsday and later 
contributed to the Times Herald-Record and Orange 
Magazine, among other publications.  She is a feature 
writer for WomanAroundTown.com.  Her first novel 
was The Bench.   A former editor of Hudson Valley 
Parent magazine, she has been journaling for 30+ years 
and shares her stories with those from journal writers 
worldwide in her book, How Writing Can Get You 
through Tough Times: No Experience Necessary.    
 
Lynn Marie Houston attended Arizona State University 
for her Ph.D. in English. She now lives in an Airstream 
camper in Newburgh, New York. When she isn't 
teaching English at Orange County Community College, 
she tends her honeybees and kayaks the Delaware 
River. Her essays and poems have appeared in South 
Atlantic Quarterly, MELUS, Watershed Review, and 
elsewhere.  Website:  lynnmhouston.wordpress.com 
 
Liz Matis, an Amazon Top 30 Bestselling Author and 
Nook Top 15 Bestselling Author, is a mild-mannered 
accountant by day and romance author by night.   
Married 29 years, she believes in happily-ever-after! 
She enjoys Zumba, watching sports, and reading.  
Websites:  www.lizmatis.com 
www.pinterest.com/lizmatis 
www.taoofliz.blogspot.com 
 
Susan Beth Pfeffer is a New York Times best-selling 
author of 78 books for children and young adults.  
Winner of multiple young reader awards in the United 
States and Germany, her titles include Kid Power, The 
Year Without Michael, Blood Wounds, and her popular 
post-apocalyptic series, Life As We Knew It: The Dead 
and the Gone, This World We Live In, and The Shade of 
the Moon.  Websites:  susanbethpfeffer.blogspot.com  
and www.lifeasweknewit.com 
 
Marianne Sciucco is not a nurse who writes but a writer 
who happens to be a nurse, using her skills and 
experience to create stories that bear witness to the 
humanity in all of us.  A graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts at Boston and Regents College, she lives, 
works, and writes in New York’s Hudson Valley.  
Website:     MarianneSciucco.blogspot.com 
 
 
Fred Weissman and his wife Barbara each grew up 
where good foods were routinely prepared and enjoyed 
every day, but each always considered the homemade 
soups the most gratifying.  They share and expand this 
pleasure through creative experimentation, tracking 
down lost or forgotten family recipes and, in many 
cases, modifying them with modern techniques.  Fred’s 
collection of short works is The Curmudgeon Speaks! 
 
Michael J. Worden is a police detective and author, 
which gives him a unique perspective as an investigator 
of the paranormal, and of true, historical crimes.  He 
has been a police officer since 1999, and has held the 
rank of detective since 2006  In the fall of 2009, Michael 
published his first book, Ghost Detective, about his 
experiences as a paranormal investigator.   Later, 
Michael began a new series (Crime Scene) about true, 
historical crimes – many of which are from the Hudson 
Valley and Orange County. 
Website: www.michaeljworden.com 
 
 
Other authors scheduled to appear include: 
 

Allie Boniface  Sharon Fox 
 

Lisa Vaughn  Justine Williams 
 
For more information:  Please contact Gail Myker at 
(845) 341-5483 or thrall3@warwick.net 
 


