
	
December 13, 2016 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I’m writing to give my highest recommendation to Stacey Balkun, whom I have known since last 
summer when we met at the Sundress Academy for the Arts.  
 
The quality of Stacey’s poetry immediately struck me, and she and I collaborated on a number of 
projects. She has a keen editorial eye perhaps due to the amount of time and energy she has 
invested into perfecting her own craft. She specializes in writing about the work of female artists 
and speaks very eloquently about the research she has done in that area, which has resulted in 
some of her finest poetic work. It is extremely difficult, in my opinion, to write poems that are 
beholden to historical or biographical representation, as the poet has a smaller field of images 
from which to craft the poem—every choice, every decision becomes very dear. Stacey is a 
master at this technique and can create highly nuanced poems that balance a singing musicality 
with a presentation of researched facts in such a way that her poems build bridges to a reader’s 
understanding. This makes her particular poetic techniques well-suited to educational purposes in 
a way that most poetry isn’t. There is no other poet I’ve read who would be more suitable to the 
proposed project than Stacey, and there are few other projects I can think of more worthwhile to 
fund than one that marries artistic excellence with educating readers about a woman artist who 
has been nearly forgotten in history for all the terrible reasons that women are often forgotten in 
history. 
 
I’ve continued to stay in close contact with Stacey since the summer, and she is now working as 
an editor for the small poetry press I run, Five Oaks Press. Stacey is incredibly resourceful and 
hard working. She has no problem meeting deadlines, even tight ones. Her writing and editorial 
skills have quickly become invaluable to our operations. 
 
I hope that you will grant Stacey this fellowship for all the reasons I have detailed above about 
the quality of her work, the value of the project she is proposing, and its suitability to her skill 
set, as well as her ability to meet deadlines. Please let me know if I can provide you with any 
additional information about Stacey’s excellence as a poet and a researcher; I’m happy to do so. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Lynn Houston, Ph.D. 
Instructor, English Department 
Tel. 845-541-6761 
Email: lynnmhouston@gmail.com 


